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MARINA

Evansville Marina

=A-Safe Harbor — Bybebhickox

“linding fuel, shelter, and food while cruising the

- 1 Mississippi River between Alton, Ill., 22 miles north of
. St. Louis, and Memphis—a 420-mile trip—is as about
as easy as finding that cell phone you dropped overboard.
Friends and boaters, Tommy Thompson, an electrician, and
Walter Terry, a bricklayer, understood that boaters needed a
safe harbor and took action.

Thompson and Terry acquired a 300-foot barge, secured
it to the riverbank in Evansville, Tll., and began work on their
project. The barge formed the heart of the new marina.

“I kmow every inch of this barge, even below deck,” said
Thompson with a laugh.

An agreement with the Kaskaskia Regional Port District,
the Village of Evansville, and the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources Boating Infrastructure Grant Program
helped to fund the project. Finally, in May 2005, the partners
opened the Evansville Marina, located on the scenic Kaskaskia
River at Mile Marker 117.3. The Kaskaskia is a tributary of
the Mississippi River.

Like a rest area off a busy interstate, the Evansville Marina,
10 miles upstream from the confluence of the two rivers,
provides boaters with a safe harbor.

After entering the Kaskaskia River from the Mississippi
and passing through the lock, visitors will probably find the
Kaskaskia as smooth as fiberglass as you travel upriver. Be
on the lookout for wildlife, such as raccoon, mink, and deer
roaming the banks, and herons wading in the river. Fish are
plentiful, too.

The marina rests on the east shore in the shadow of
the Illinois State Route 3 Bridge leading to the village of
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Evansville. Established in 1834, the town is a quaint collection
of shops, churches, grocery stores, and restaurants, within easy
walking distance.

The Water Street Bar and Grill, with its distinct green
roof, occupies two-thirds of the barge. North-, east-, and
west-facing windowed walls raise or lower like garage doors
to correspond with weather conditions. The unique design
allows patrons an unobstructed view of the river in good
weather and protection during inclement weather. Just watch
your step along the periphery of the barge, where giant yellow
cleats, absent of mooring lines, protrude from the floor at
spaced intervals, adding their nautical charm. The food at
Water Street Bar and Grill on the barge is great, featuring
among its selections appetizers, salads, sandwiches, and wings.
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