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HUMOR
“Dangerous Footwear” proves that most accidents occur at home.
“Bug Killer” dramatizes the bug situation.
“Lights Out” shows what happens during a 40-hour power outage caused by an ice storm.
“My Beloved” concentrates on a love affair with a guitar.  The essay won second place in the St. Louis Writers Guild Nonfiction Short Story hosted on behalf of the 2009 Missouri Writers Guild Conference.  .
In “Blind, Deaf, but Happily Married,” a quote from Coleridge triggers a couple’s debate about the word “nag” and the nagging behavior within their relationship.  It was published in the 2004 October/November issue of Sasee Magazine.
“Cake Anyone?” is a short filler about a recalcitrant dog that nearly spoils a party, and the essay appeared in Lipstik, a woman’s magazine, published by the Belleville News Democrat newspaper in October 2005.  It received an honorable mention for the February/March 2009 America's Funniest Humor (TM) Writing Contest! sponsored by HumorPress.com.  
“Fast Times With One-legged Charlie,” recounts a boating incident involving Uncle Charlie as told by his brother-in-law.

“Impost Occasion,” written using only words that begin with a vowel, offers a brief account about tax time.

“Perilous Recovery” illustrates how recovering from surgery causes stress within a marriage.
“Prep Time,” which describes the length of time women spend on bathing and dressing, was published in the September 2006 issue of Sasee Magazine.  It received an honorable mention in the National League of American Pen Women humor contest in the 2008 Soul-Making Literary Competition.  

“Rite of Passage” dramatizes the absurd behavior of a polar bear club.
“Seeking Perfection” portrays senior exercise in a whole new light.

“The Christmas Card Ordeal” details the process of sending Christmas cards, and includes a brief history of the tradition.
“Those Annoying Driver-Walkers,” published in The Fellowship Link, Summer 2004, compares the similarities of walking to driving. 

PERSONAL ESSAYS
“Attachments” portrays a daughter’s attachment to her blanket, a mother’s attachment to her daughter.
“A Mighty Mother” describes the power of the Mississippi River, taking its measure, and overcoming fear.

“As Is” gives insight into living with a birthmark.

“A New Season” compares a disintegrating marriage to a losing basketball team, published in January 2008 in Sasee Magazine.
“Yard Work” focuses on the inspirational challenge of writing.
“My Tornado,” published January 2003 in Women on Writing, an online magazine, describes through metaphor the sudden onset of paralysis during pregnancy. 
“Perfect Equation” illustrates the bond of friendship.

“Surviving Mother’s Day” was first published in PlainsFaith in February 2005, an account of loss experienced on Mother’s Day after the death of a child and the uncertainty of the stability of marriage and faith in God.  The essay was reprinted in Now What? in May 2006.
“The Last Holiday” emphasizes the importance of first holidays and of memories of last holidays.
“The Vanishing Art of Ironing” depicts lessons in the lost art of pressing clothes.

“You Know You’re a Red Neck When . . .” recounts the pitfalls of relationship fixups.
MEMOIR
“Weathering the Storm” introduces a pregnant, suddenly paralyzed nurse and follows her fight through harrowing medical battles. 

“Dr. Trauma” documents a detailed description of a burn victim in the emergency room.
“In Development,” a suspenseful childhood incident, was first published online in the inaugural edition of Literal Chaos (December 2009) and won an Honorable Mention in the Kansas City Writers Group Best Short Story or Essay (sponsored by Whispering Prairie Press) hosted on behalf of the 2009 Missouri Writers Guild Conference.

 “It’s the Big One” relates the experience of an earthquake.
“Jaunts With Dad,” remembers Dad and his life-long work, concrete construction.

“The State San” portrays the brutal reality of institutional life from the viewpoint of a student nurse during her clinical training in a state insane asylum.

“Soulful Memories” blends memories of a concert with the turbulent mood of the 60s.
CRITICAL PERSONAL ESSAYS

“Where Have All the Nurses Gone?” chronicles the ups and downs of the author’s employment throughout her nursing career and the problems in health care that have led to the current national nursing crisis. 
“Snob in a Glass House” shows the author’s deep attachment for her community.

ACADEMIC

An argument supporting other options besides college, “Is College Necessary?” was published in Writing Well, A Guide to English 101 at College of the Canyons, material selected from The Prentice Hall Guide for College Writers, Sixth Edition, by Stephen Reid, Prentice-Hall ,and COC Guide to Writing, 2003-2004 by Don Heidt and Michael Harutunian, Pearson Custom Publishing, 2003, 70-75.
INSPIRATIONAL
“My Perfect Day” tells of marital infidelity and its aftermath.

“Three Constants” considers the three most important relationships in our lives. 
“A Lesson in Faithfulness” is a testimony of salvation and the importance of faithfulness.

“My Bag of Stress,” reveals personal struggles with numerous stresses, including a death.

ARTICLES
“Making a Stand,” describes a deer stand invention by a local man for physically challenged hunters and appeared in MVP Outdoors January 2008. 

“Kaskaskia Project,” a feature article published in June 2008 in HeartLand Boating magazine, details the work of the Kaskaskia Mariners Association to make the river safer by installing mile marker signs and Emergency Medical Service pickup point signboards painted with giant red crosses (for which the boat club won a regional safety award).

“Uncertain River,” also a feature article, was published in July 2008 in HeartLand Boating magazine.  A combination of personal essay and article writing, the feature defines a poker run cruise on the Kaskaskia River, highlighted with photographs and a sidebar history of Kaskaskia.
“Evansville Marina: A Safe Harbor,” profiled the Evansville, Illinois Marina, appearing in the September issue of HeartLand Boating magazine along with photographs taken by the author. 

“Kaskaskia River Marina/Campgrounds: Year-round Recreation” profiled and photographed the New Athens, Illinois marina and campgrounds in the April 2009 issue of HeartLand Boating magazine.
DABBLING in FICTION
“Good-byes,” a flash fiction piece, is a story of losses.

“Lester Without Margie” gives a glimpse of Lester, an addict of a computer game, since his wife of forty years died.
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